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The Government of CarIST conſidered 
and applied. 
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1 at Boſton, 


In the Audience of 
His EXCELLENCY. 


Jonathan Belcher, Eq 


The Honourable 
His Majeſty's CouNnCcir; 


: And the 'Honourable + 
Houſe of | Repreſentatives 
of the Province of the 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
" May 31. 1 7.3 8: 


Bring the Anniverſary for the Elechion of His vue. 
COUNCIL tor the Province. 


”— 


By John Webb, M. A. 
And Paſtor of church in Boſton. 
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Printed by J. DAA ER, Printer to His Excellency the 
GOVERNOUR and COUNCIL, for N. Pxocrgyn, 


at the Bible and Dove in Piſh-Strect, and $. EL Io | 


in Cornhill. 2738, 


„ 


1 


„eren 


At a Council held at the CouncilChamber 
in Boſton, pon Thurſday Ju une 


U, 8 7 3 $, | 
. Ordered, 


T HAT Thomas Hutchinſon and 
Edward Hutchinſon, Eſqrs; give 

the Thanks of this Board' to the 
Rev. Mr. John Webb, for his Sermon 
preached Yeſterday before the Great 
_ General Court or Aſſembly ; 
And that they deſire a Ove, thereof 


for the Preſs. 
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Iſaiah ix. 6. 


— The Government ſball be upon his 
Shoulder. — 


HE Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is of 
chat Nature and Con- 
cernment to Mankind, 
that a Diſcourſe upon 
ir can never be our of 
Seaſon : and, if I miſ- 
| take not, it may very 
| fitly be conſidered on 
GEE Pay this Occafion ; when 
www thccads of our Tribes 


are met together in a ſolemn Aflembly, to gire 
Thanks to the God of Heaven, for the many 
great and diſtinguiſhing Privileges, both civil 


Jo * 
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and religious, which we are favoured with; and 
to ask Direction and a Bleſſing from on High, 
upon all the Adminiſtrations of Government in 
the Land; and eſpecially upon the important 
Affairs, which lye before the Great and Gene- 


ral Aſlembly of the Province. N 


And agreeably I have choſen theſe Words of 
the evangelical Prophet, as the Foundation for 
ſuch a Diſcourſe, _. __ my 

And, to make the way clear, we may obſerve, 
That 1n the ſixth and  9—gR Verſes of this Con- 
text, we have one of the moſt illuſtrious Pro- 
pheſies concerning the Meſſiah, that is to be met 
with in any Part of the Old Teſtament. For 
here, many hundred of Years before the Accom- 
piiſhment of it, the Prophet gives us a particu- 
lar Account of the Coming and Kingdom of 
Chriſt: and is as exact in the Deſcription of his 
Perſon and Government, as if he had lived in 
thele Goſpel Days, and ſeen the Fulfillment of 
his on Predictions. 


And accordingly there are two things obſer. 
vable in the Propheſy. 


. Firſt, We haye here a plain Prediction of the 
Incarnation and Humiliation of the Son of God, 
in the Diſcharge of his mediatorial Undertaking. 
This the Prophet gives us in two Words; unto 
vs Child is born, | unto us a Son is given. But as 
I have not time to explain theſe Paſlages at pre- 
lent ;:I muſt go on to conſider, the Glory that Hob 
644 upon the Abaſement of the Son of God, and 
be the Reward of his Humiliation. ' 
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And therefore, | | 

| Secondly, We may further obſerve a very clear 
Prediction of the glorious Exaltation of the Son 
of God, after his Birth and Sufferings in the hu- 
man Nature. And in this he is deſcribed both 
by his Name and Dominion. 


* 


1. He was to have a Name given him above 
every Name. For ſays the Prophet, His Name 
ſhall be called, Wonderful, Counſeller, The mighty God, 
The everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace. Now 
theſe Characters of his Perſon and Office, are the 
moſt magnificent that any Language can de- 
ſcribe ; and ſerve to create in every pious Mind, 
a moſt lively and aſtoniſhing Idea of the incom- 
parable Glory of our exalted Redeemer: For they 
can't be aſcribed to any mere Creature without 
Blaſphemy and Nonſenſe f. And therefore muſt 
belong only to the eternal Son of God, who is 
one in Nature and Eflence with God the Father, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt. Again, — 99 

2. He was to have a Dominion every way an- 
ſwerable to the Dignity of his Perſon. This 
was foretold in the Words of my Text, and in 
the following Verſe. And the Government ſhall be 

on his Shoulder. .--- Of the Increaſe of his Govern- 
ment and Peace there ſhall be no End, upon the Throne 
of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to 
eſtabliſh it with Tudgment and Fuſtice, from hence- 


= 


forth even for ever. 


Here by Covernment we may underſtand the 
Adminiſtration of all Affairs in the Kingdom of 
Providence and Grace. | 


I F 4 


| tba 


t Fool. 


And when the Prophet foretells that this Go- 


vernment ſhould be upon the Shoulder of Chriſt ; the 
Meaning is, That our Lord Feſus Chrif, by Vir- 
tue of his mediatorial Undertaking, would have 
a Right to this Government, and have the Ad- 
miniſtration of 1t committed to him by the Fa- 


ther. 


And whereas the Word Shoulder is uſed to 'ex- 


preſs this; tis a plain Alluſion to a common 
Cuſtom among Mankind to lay heavy Burdens 

n che Shoulder: and as plainly intimates, in 
this Place, That as all Governments if they are 
rightly managed, ſo this eſpecially is a very great 
Burden, requiring extraordinary . Care, and. Di- 
ligence, and Fidelity, in the Adminiſtration of 
.o | 


And having taken this general View of the 
Words: I come now more particularly to conſi- 
der this important Truth that is evidently con- 
tain d in chem. Namely, 


| Feſus Chriſt has che Government of all Things 
.. committed unto Him by the Father. 


Ia diſcourſing upon this weighty Subject, I 
ſhall go into the following Method. 


I. 1 man ſay ſomething concerning the Perſon 
who is the Subject of this Government. 


IT. I ſhall confider the Nature and Properties 
of this Government. 


II I ſhall ſhow how Chrift came to have theo 
Adminiſtration of it put into his Hands. 
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IV. Say what the great End of it is. 
And 
V. Apply the Matter, as near as I can, fo as 
ro Anſwer the Deſign of the preſent Solem- 
| nity; | 


1 In the firſt Place, I ſhall tabe a brief View 
of the Perſan, who is laid co have: this Govern- 
ment upon him. 


And in a Word, The Perſon who is the more 


immediate Subject of this Rule and Government, 


is the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as he is GOD and MAN 
united in one Perſon. For it is not the Son of 
God, conſidered as God alone ; nor the Son of Man, 
(imply conſidered, that has this Dignity and Domi- 
nion given to him: For in the former Senſe, the 
Son of God being equal with the Father, | in all 
divine Perfections, needs no delegated Power 
from him; but has 4 natural Right to exerciſe a 
univerſal and abſolute Sovereignty over all crea- 
ted Beings. And in the latter Senſe; that is, if 
we conſider Chriſt only as Man, he would be 
Yery unequal to the Charge committed to him ; 
for it is vaſtly too great, as we ſhall preſently ſee, 
for any created Being as ſuch. And from hence 
it neceſſarily follows, That it is, and muſt be, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, conſidered as GOD-MAN 
in one Perſon, who has the Goverment laid upon 
him. And therefore he is ſpoken of, in cur 
Context, as partaking both of the human and di- 
vine Natures. . His human Nature is plainly poin- 
ted out in theſe Words, Unto us a Child is bern; 
for he could becon:e a Child and be born, in no 
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other way, but as he was made Man. And when 
the Prophet adds, Unto us a Son is given, this, 
compared with the following Character of his 
Perſon, does as plainly, intimate, That he 1s the 
eternal Son of God, as well as the Son of Man. 
And agreeably this ſame Prophet does, in ano- 
ther Place of his Prophecies, deſcribe him to us, 
under the Title ahd Character of Immanuel. 
Iſa. 7. 14. Pehold a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear 
a Son, and ſhall call his Name Immanuel : which, 
being interpreted, is,God with ut; for this is theEx- 
polition which the Holy Ghoſt himſelf gives of 
che Word in Marth. t. 23. And having laid this 
concerning the Perfoniwho adminiſters the Go- 
vernment ſpoken of in the Text, 


IL. I come now to enquire more particularly 


into the Nature of this Government. 


And in general, By this Government of Chriſt 
we may underſtand his Adminiſtration of all 
Affairs in Heaven and Earth, ſo as to advance 


the Glory of God, in the eternal Salvation of all 
God's Elect, and in the everlaſting Deſtruction 


of all his and his Peoples implacable Enemies |]. 


Now this Government may be conſidered, ei- 
ther in general, as it is extended to all the Crea- 
tures, for the good of his Church and People in 
the World; and in this reſpect it is the ſame 
wich the Kingdom of Providence. Or, it may 
be conſidered in particular, as it has a more im- 
mediate Relation to the Church, of which he is 
conſtituted Head in the new Covenant; and in 


—_ —_ mh - 
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this regard, the Kingdom of Chriſt is uſually 
called the Kingdom of Grace. 


But as the time will not allow me to conſider 
the Government of Chriſt in this double Reſpect; 
ſo it will ſufficiently anſwer my preſent Deſign, 


to ſpeak of it in the firſt Senſe only: or, to give 


you ſome ſhort Account of the Government of 
Chriſt in the Kingdom of Providence. 


And accordingly I ſhall here ſay ſomething, 
Firſt, concerning the Acts of Chriſt's Govern- 
ment. And, Secondly, concerning the Proper- 
ties of it. 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Ad, of Chriſt's Go- 
yernment ; or ſhow wherein, or in what Re- 
ſpe&s, he exerciſeth that Power and Authority 
committed to him by the Father. 


But as it would be endleſs almoſt, to reckon 
up all the particular Acts of Chriſt's regal Au- 
thority ; I ſhall mention only, His upholding 
and preſerving all Things in Being: His over- 
ruling and directing all Things, to the great End 
they were made for ; and his judging the World 
of Angels and Men at the laſt Day. For theſe 
three more general and comprehenſive Acts in- 
elude all the Particular ones under them. 


To proceed then, 

1. Jeſus Chrift, by Virtue of his ſovereign 
Power, upholds and preſerves all Things in Be- 
ing: Hence he is ſaid, in Heb. 1. 3. 7o uphold af 
Things in Being by the Ward of his Power. And a- 
gain the Apoſtle obſerves, in Col. 2. 17. He i, 
before al Things, and by bim all Things conſiſt. And 

_  - "| B 2 therefore 
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therefore from theſe, and the like Paſlages, it 
plainly appears, That the Weight of the Crea- 
tion is laid upon Chrilt ; and that he ſupports 
the Whole, and all the Parts of it. For, as a 
picus Expoſitor || well obſerves, © When, upon 
« the Apoſtacy cf Man, the whole World was 
e breakingts Pieces under the Wrath and Curſe 
* cf God, the SON OF GOD, undertaking the 
&© Work of our Redemption, has be und it up a- 
* gain, and eſtabliſned it by his almighty Power 
© und Goodneſs,” He therefore preſerves the 
World from disbanding and running into Confu- 
ſwon: He keeps up the Frame and maintains the 
Order of it: He has all the Care upon him of 
the whole Family in Heaven and Earth ; and 
provides all things neceſlary for their conſtant 
Support. And this he will continue to do, till he 
has brought in the whole Number of God's eletf 
and redeemed Ones, and compleated A own myſti- 


cal Body: For 'tis principally for the. Sake of . 
racſe, that the World, as it ncw is, continues in 


Being. | 


Again, 


2. As Jeſus Chriſt upholds, ſo he actually over- 


rules and directs ail Things, fo as to anſwer the 


gteat End of their Being: that is, ſo as to advance 


the Glory of God in the winding up of all. 


And here I might ficly conſider the Influence 


he has over the natural WWorld, cr that which we 
uſually call the ordinary Courſe of Nature. For, 
as this is part cf Geds providential Kingdom, 
ſo it neceſſarily ſalis under his general Care and 
Lirection: And he makes uſe ct all Things in it, 


' " 
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ſome way or other, to ſubſerve the main Ends of 
his Government. 


But as it is of greater Concernment to us to 
conſider the Dominion of Chriſt over «he moral 
World ; over Angels and Men, both good and 
bad ; I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe under this 
Head, to this Part of Chriſt's Government: and 
ſay, | 
649 All the Angels, both good and bad, are in 
Subjection to Chriſt; and he rules and go- 
verns them all according to his Royal Will and 
Pleaſure. And agreeably, the Apoſtle Peter, ſpeax- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſays in 1 Epiſt. 2. 
22. He is gone into Heaven, and is on the right Hand 
of God, Angels, and Authorities, and Powers, being 
made ſubject to him. | 


And therefore as for theHoly Angels,who kept 
their firſt Eſtate ; Chriſt being an Head of Con- 
firmarion to them, they are the Courtiers of 
Heaven that ſurround his Throne of Glory ; the 
Miniſters of State that conſtantly and chearfully 
attend & execute his Orders. And for this Reaſo 
they are called miniſtringSpirits, in Heb. 1.14. And 
he ſends them forth, not only to miniſter for them 
who ſhall beHeirs of Salvation, but he makes great Uſe 
of them in the Adminiſtration of the Kingdom of 
Providence. For we frequently read in Scrip- 
ture, of their immediate Agency in many of the 
great Events of Time; and particularly in ſome 
of the moſt remarkable Diſpenſations of his Ju- 
ſtice and Grace to the World of Mankind. 


And as the Angels of Light, ſo the Powers of 
Darknels, or the evil Angels, are abſolutely un- 
der the Dominion of Chriſt. They are indeed 

* | che 
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the: moſt: powerful and amplacable Enemies he 
has to deal with. But however, as our great Re- 
deemer is the Angel ſpoken of in Rev. 20. 1. | 
bo has the key of the bottumileſsPit, and a great Chain | 
i» bis Hand, He either permits or reſtrains them |; 
at his Pleaſure. And when, at any time, he gives 
them leave to exert their Power, and vent their ö 
Rage and Malice, he over-rules them and their 4 
Actions, fo as to accempliſh the great Ends of * 
his on Government, contrary to their own In- / 
clination and Endeavour; as when he made them - 
to confels him co be the Sen of God. , and to be 
the Mam af bis Death , whereby the Kingdom 
and Works of the Devil were to be deſtroyed : 
For upon this greatEvent we read, in Col. 2. 15. 
Of bis ſpoiling Principalities and Powers, and making 
a ſhew of them openly,triumphing over them in hisCroſs. 
And having ſaid this concerning the Dominion 
of Chriſt over the Angels both good and bad. 
I. come to ſay, » | 

(2) Jeſus Chrift exerciſeth the ſame ſovereign 
Power and Authority over the whole World of 
Mankind; and rules and governs them, and all 
their affairs, both publick and private, accor- 
ding to his Will. For we read in the 28th Verſe 
of the 22d Plalm, which is à plain Propheſy 
concerning Chriſt, That the Kingdom is the 
LORD 5, and he is Governour among the Nations. 


And in Conſequence. of this, He Forms the 
States & Empires of the World, & enlargeth,or di- 
miniſheth, or daſneththem to Pieces again, as he 
fees fit. This Power he claims to himſelf in the 


18th Chapter of the Prophecies of Feremiab; and 


— 
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fays particularly in the 6th Verſe, Babold, 55 the 


Clay is in the Potters Hand, ſo are ye in my Hand, O 
Hoof Iſrael. And as he Forms the Kingdoms 
of the Earth, by his ſovereign Power; ſo be 
ves the Dominion over them to whom he plea- 
=D He pulls down. one and ſets up another, 
without giving any Account of his Conduct. 
And agreeably we read, in Dan. 2. 21. He ahan- 
geth the Times and the Seaſons: be removeth Kings and 
ſuteth up Kings: be giveth Wiſdow unto the Wiſe, 
and Knowledge to them that know Underſtanding. 


And in this Part of his Adminiſtration, he g- 
yer-ruleth the grand Affairs of Empires & States, 
ſo as beſt to ſublerve the great End of his media - 
torial Kingdom. A very remarkable Inſtance of 
this we have, in his Enlarging the Borders of 
the Roman Empire, and eſtabliſhing Peace in all 
the Parts of; it, about the time when ie gave ont 
the evangelical Law from Zion, and ſent forth his 
Ambaſladors to publiſh the glad Tidings of Sal- 
vation in all Parts of t he Earth: For by this 
means, the 4pofles of our Lord, had the greateſt 
Advantage to Travel from one Place to another, 
50 preach the 2 | Goſpel to every Creature, 
agreeable to the Commiſſion they had receiy'd 
for this Purpole: Mieten Hr, of | 


And as the more publick, ſo the more private 
Affairs of Mankind, are. under the Government 
and Direction of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For he 
is perfectly acquainted with every individual 
Perſon in the World; and knows all that be- 
longs to him. Yea, he ſearcheth the very Hearts of 


— 
»„ 


„Matth. 28, 19, to. Merk 46. 15. 
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tbe Children of Men, and turns them which Way ſo- rand 

ever be pleaſeth, even as the Rivers of Water are tur- deat 

ned. And hence it is he makes the Godly to wh 

be bis willing People in the Day of his Power, Pſal. He: 

110. 3 And directs the Counlels and Actions allt 

of the wicked, even contrary to their own In- and 

tentions, ſo as to accompliſh his on moſt glo- Rot 

i. rious Defigns: as we may ſee in the Inſtance of cord 

1 the King of AHria, ſpoken of in the ioth Chapter in 1 

oflſaiab. For his private Deſign was plainly to de- talit 

5 ſtroy and to cut off Nations not a few, Verſle 7: but out and 

tk ſovereign Lord over-ruled him and his Manage- Indi 

. ments, fo as only to correct and reform a degene- EVET, 

if rate People; as we find in the following Corl- and 
* text. And thus I have conſidered the Dominion 
i of Chriſt, as it is exerciſed over all Things; and 
„ more eſpecially over Angels and Men, both good 
„ and bad. And now there remains but one thing 
. more to be ſpoken to under this Head. And 
„ this is, 4 ad | 

. 3 Jeſus Chriſt will finally Judge the World, A 

bi and reward eyery reaſonable Creature according, and 

* to his Deeds. This is aflerted and confirmed to rity 
| | us from the Mouth of our Saviour himſelf, in 

. John 5. 22, 23. The Father judgeth no Man, i. e. he Se 

iN judgeth no Man immediately in his o Perſon ; ſom 

5 but bath committed all Judgment to the Son: and for Kin 

3 this weighty Reaſon, That all Men ſhould bonour Tin 

bl the Son, even as the Father. And of this we have a m 

A a furcher Teſtimony in Acts 17. 31.-where we Inſt 

| | are told, That the Father bath appointed a Day, in the 1 

bl which he 37 theWorld in Righteouſneſs, by that Man kno 

bl. whom he hath ordained : whereof he hath given Aa- 2 

* 8 ; 7 
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rance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed him from the 
dead. And therefore, at the appointed Day & Hour, 
which is known only in the ſecret Councils of 
Heaven, JeſusChriſt will deſcend fromHeaven, in 
all the Pomp & Glory that becomes this highOffice, 
and the great Occaſion; and as we are afſured, in 
Rom. 2.6, & onwards, He will render to every Man ac- 


cording to bis Deeds: Tothem who by patient Continuance 


in well doirg, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immor- 
tality; eternal Life: But to them that are Contentious, 
and do not obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs ; 
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon 
every Soul of Man that doeth Evil; of the Few firſt, 
and alſo of the Gentile. 


And with this Act of judging the World, Chriſt 
will conclude his Adminiſtrations in the media- 
torial Kingdom, properly ſo called. For pre- 
ſently upon this, we read of his delivering up the 
Kingdom toGod, even the Father. As in 1 Cor.15.24. 


And thus I have conſidered the more general 
and comprehenſive Acts of Chriſt's regal Autho- 
rity, And now, 


Secondly, The next Thing in order, is, to ſay 
ſomething concerning the Properties of Chrilt's 
Kingdom and Government, And here I have 
Time only to name the Particulars that deſerve 
a more large and diſtin& Conſideration. As for 
Inſtance, 

This Government of Chriſt is «niver/al, and 
knows no Bounds within the Compaſs of God's 
Creation. This is evident from what has been 
ſaid already. And therefore the Kingdom of 
Chriſt is ſaid to rule over all, in Pſal. 103. 19. And 


ke himſelf is called, LORD of all, in Acts 10. 36. 
C Again, 
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Again, This Government of Chriſt is admini- 
ſtred with irre/itable Power ; or in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as effectually to bring to paſs all the Coun- 
ſels of Heaven that are concerned in it. For as 
all Power in Heaven and Earth is given to him, 
we may ficly apply thoſe Words to him, in Dan. 
4- 35 He does according to his Will in the Army cf 
Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the Earth : and 
none can ftay bis Hand, or ſay to him, What docſt 
thou? 


But however, This Government is conducted 
by the moſt conſummate Wiſdom. For as infinite 
Wiſdom laid the Deſign, and form'd the Model 
of it; ſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Admini— 
ſtrat ion, makes uſe of thoſe Laws, Means and 
Inſtruments, which are every Way fitted, in the 
beſt Manner, to anſwer the glorious Intentions 
of his Kingdom And with an Eye to this (I 
doubt not) he is called, the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour, in Tude, Verle 25th. 


Moreover, This Government of Chriſt is ad- 
miniſtred according to the ſtricteſt Rules of Ja- 
feice and Righteouſneſs. Hence it is ſaid in the 7th 
Verſe of the Context, ro be ordered and eſtabliſped 
with Judgment and with Fuſtice. And this is 
confirmed in Pſal. 89. 4. where Juſtice and Judg- 
ment are ſaid to be the Habitation, or the very Baſes, 
of Chriſt's Throne. And, in Pſal. 45. 6. The Sceptre 
of bis Kingdom is a right Sceptre. 


And to this I ſhall add, The Adminiſtrations 
of Chriſt's Kingdom are tempered with infinite 
Goodneſs, Grace and Mercy. For tho', as I ſaid but 
now, Juſtice and Judgment are the Habitation 
of his Throne; yet, his Throne is alſo called, «- 
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Throne of Grace, in Heb. 4. 16. And accordingly, 
He is moſt mild and gracious in the preſent Ex- 
erciſe of his Government: in extending Patience 
and Long-ſuffering towards his Enemies : in do- 
ing Good to all; yea, even to the unkind and 
unthankful : in declaring his Readineſs to be 
reconciled to Sinners upon their Submiſſion to 
him : and 1n opening all the Treaſures of Grace 
and Goodneſs to his willing and obedient People. 
And upon theſe accounts, he is call'd Prince of 
Peace, in our Context. 


And now, finally, This Kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is an everlaſting Kingdom. For ſo it 
1s ſaid to be, in the Verſe following the Text. 
Of the Increaſe of his Government and Peace there ſhall 
be no End, upon the Throne of David, and upon bis 


Kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it with Fudg- 


ment and with Fuſtice, from henceforth even for ever. 
And agreeable to this are thoſe Words in Pal. 
5. 6. Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever. In- 
4. the Time is haſtning, when an End will be 
put to the preſent Method of Chriſt's Admini- 
ſtration in his Kingdom. For when the whole 
Number of God's ele& Ones ſhall be effectually 
called and compleatly ſaved ; which is the ſpe- 
cialDeſign of the preſent Adminiſtration ; Chriſt 
will then (asI obſerv'd before) deliver up the King- 
dom to God, even the Father t, i. e. He will reſign 
the more immediate Government into the Hands 
of the GODHEAD : But however, the happy 
Effects of this Government will ſtill abide ; and 
the Glory buth of the REDEEMER and RE- 
DEEMED continue for ever and ever. | 
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And thus I have given you ſome account of fa 

the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, in the Acts and hi 

Properties of it: which was the ſecond general cc 

HeaJ I propoſed to conſider. And now, ti 

| rec 

III. The next Thing in order, is to ſhow, how in 

Jeſus Chriſt, Cod Man, came to be veſted with Ge 

this ſovereign Power and Dominion over all mi 

Things: ha 

| the 

And, in a Word: It was by the ſpecial Will Ap 

and Appointment of the Father. For Chriſt did Ph 

not take to himſelf this great Power without you 

Leave trom the Father; nor without his imme- For 

diate Deſignation to the Office. For it was a- Go: 

1 greed between Cod the Father, and God the Son, upo 
1 in the Covenant of Redemption, That in Cafe Lik 
WW the Son would undertake the Work of Man's Re- Ma 
al demption, the Father would make him bis Firſt- De: 
1 born, higher than the Kings of the Earth. See Pſal. alſo 
1 89 27. And accordingly the Government, in wh; 
1 the Text, is ſaid to be laid upon his Shoulder, and Teſ 
Wit. not aflumed by him. And again, the Father, and 
_ - ſpeaking of this Exalcation of Chriſt, ſays in Pſal. that 
| i 2. 6. I have ſet, 1. e. IJ have appointed, raiſed up, zo th 


1 and cruwned, my King, upen my baly Hill of Zion. 


2 

1% And there appears to have been theſe two was 
17 Reaſons more eſpecially, why this glorious Dig- mig 
149 nity was conferred by the Father upon his Son nels 
| 1 Jeſus Chriſt. | Wo! 
528 and 
19 r. The firſt was, to Reward his great Humilia- lo e 
40 tion, Suffering and Death, in the mediatorial Un- that 
1 dertaking. Forthis Undertaking was a free and be y 
1 voluntary Act in the Son of God. It wes what ove! 
* he was under no Obligations to enter upon, any poſi 
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farther than his own Will inclined and diſpoſed 
him. And therefore ſince he was pleaſed, in 
conformity to his Father's Will, and inConjunc- 
tion with it, to undertake an Affair that requi- 
red the greateſt Abaſement in himſelf, and would, 
in the iſſue, bring the higheſt poſſible Honour to God; 
God the Father decreed and promiſed this Do- 
minion to his Son: and in Conſequence of theſe, 
has conferr'd the higheſt Honour upon him, as 
the Reward of his Undertaking. Of this the 
Apoſtle gives us a large and diſtinct Account, in 
Phil. 2. 5, and onwards, Let this ſame Mind be in 
you, which was in Chriſt Feſus : who being in the 
Form of God, thought it no Robbery to be Equal with 
God : But made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
upon him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
Likeneſs of Men : And being found in Faſhion as a 
Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs. Wherefore God 
aljo bath highly exalted bim, and given bim a Name, 
which" is above every Name: That at the Name of 
Feſus, every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, 
and Things in earth, and Things under the Earth: And 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſi, that Chriſt is Lord, 
to the Glory of God the Father. | 


2. Another ſpecial Reaſon why this Dignity 
was conferred upon Jeſus Chriſt, was, That he 
might be qualified to accompliſh the great Buſi- 
nels of his mediatorial Undertaking. For the 
Work of Man's Redemption was of chat Nature 
and Importance, and the Difficulties attending it 
ſo great, that it appears abſolutely neceſlary 
that he, who ſhould undertake the Work, ſhould 
be veſted with a ſovereign Power and Dominion 
over all Things ; a Power to overcome all Op- 
poſition, and to oyer-rule all Events, ſo 11 8 
I e 
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effe& the great End propoſed. And, for this 
Realon, we are told, in Col! 1. 19. It hath pleaſed 
rhe Father, that in lim ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, i. e. 
a fulneſs of Power and Authority, as well as a 
ſulneſs of Grace and Merit. And by this means, 
Chrift is faid to be mighty to ſave, in Ia. 63. 1. 
And able to ſave 19 the uttermoſt, all that come to God 
by lum, as in Heb. 7.25. And this leads us to 
the next general Head in the Method propoſed. 


And this is, 


IV. To give a ſhort Account of the great End 
of Chrift's Government and Kingdom. 
For, as every well conſtituted Government 
has ſome noble End in View; a publick Good, 
that is conftantly aim'd at, in all the faithful Ad- 
miniſtratiens of it: fo the Kingdom ofChriſt,be- 
ing the Reſult of infinite Wiſdom, the higheſt and 
End of all, muſt neceſſarily be propoſed in it, 
And this can be nothing leſs than the Mani ffeſta- 
tion of theG lory of God. For this is the declared End 
of alt the Works of God, in Creation, Providence 
and Redemption. And in particular, it evident- 
ly appears to be the great End our bleſſed Saviour 
had in View, in the whole of his mediatorial 
Undertaking. To be ſure, it 1s what he had a 
prineipal Regard to in coming into the World: 


and therefore we have that Anthems of Praiſe, - 


fung by a Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt, at his 
Incarnation and Birth, Luke 2. 14. Glory to God 
in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, good-will towards 
Men. Again, it is what his Eye was chiefly fixt 
on, in all that he did and ſuffered on Earth: and 
therefore, upon his leaving the World, he made 
that moſt comfortable Appeal to his Father, John 
17. 4. I bave glorified thee on Earth \ ] have finiſhed 


ihe Wok which thou gaveſt me to da. And conſe- 
— quently, 


eee 
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quently, when he had entirely paſt through his 
State of Humiliation and Suffering; and, in 
State of Exaltation, had all Power in Heaven an 
Earth committed to him, he neceſſarily kept the 
ſame great End in View. 


And accordingly we have a moſt glorious diſ- 
play of the divine Perfections in the Reign of 
our Redeemer: They all ſhine with an infinite 
Brightneſs, in the Adminiſtrations of his Govern- 
ment. 


But as I have not Time to illuſtrate this in all 
the Particulars, I ſhall, on this Occaſion, only 
name the infinite Mercy and Juſtice of God, which 
appear with a diſtinguiſhing Glory in the Reign 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For when, on the one 
Hand we conſider Chriſt as Head over all Things 
to the Church, as in Eph. r. 22. we have the moſt 
raviſhing Diſcoveries of the infinite Grace and 
Mercy of God, and of all other divinePerfe&tions, 
that are more nearly. related to them; not on 
in Chriſt's gathering a People to. himſelf out ol 
the World, but in his continual Care to defen 
them againſt all the Power and Rage of Earth 
and Hell, which are in Combination againſt 
them; to aſſiſt them in all their Duties; to ſup- 
ply all their Wants; to por: them under all 
their Weakneſles ; to comfort them under all 
their Sorrows ; to carry on and perfect his own 
Work in them; and to conduct them, at length, 
ſafe into the immediate Preſence and Enjoy ment 
of God; where Grace, Grace, will be the Subject 
of everlaſting Songs of Praiſe : So, on the 
other Hand, when we conſider Chriſt as Lord of 
all, and exerting his Power over his Enemies ; 


Here we have the moſt awful Manifeſtations o 
R infinite 
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infinite Holineſs, Juſtice and Righteouſneſs ; in 
the Judgments which he frequently executeth on 
Earth againſt Sin and Sinners; in the Reſtraint 
he continually lays upon his implacable Enemies; 
in the Frowns of his Indignation which they are 
perpetually under ; and 1n pouring out all the 
Vials of divine Wrath upon them in the World 
to come. And upon theſe Accounts, the Apoſtle 
gives us to underſtand, in the forecited Phil. 2. 
1 T. That, firſt or laſt, Every Tongue ſhall confeſs, 
_ Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther. 


And this brings me now 


V. In the fifth and taſt Place, To apply the pre- | 


ceeding Diſcourſe, to the Honour of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and our own Inſtruction. 


And here, 

r. From what we have heard we may reaſo- 
nably infer the eterna/ Power and God-bead of our 
bleſſed Redeemer. For, though theGovernment 
under Conſideration, was committed to him, as 
we have ſaid, by a particular Diſpenſation from 
che Father; yet, ſuch is the Nature and Impor- 
rance of it, that it requires nothing leſs than in- 
finite Perfections to conduct it aright. That is 
to ſay, There needs the ſame infinite Power, 
which at firſt created all Things, to uphold and 
preſerve the World in its Being and Order : 


There needs infinite Knowledge to underſtand 


the particular Nature and Circumſtances of eve- 
ry individual Being, as it falls under his Cate: 
There needs infinite Wiſdom to guide every 
Thing to its proper End: There needs infinite 
Patience to bear the many and repeated Affronts 


that are daily offered to the Sovereign of the 
wm World ; 
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World : and there needs infinite Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs ; and, in a Word, every divine 
Perfection, to judge the World with an exact and 
righteous Judgment. And therefore, ſince the 
World is thus upheld and govern'd, and will be 
thus judged by Chriſt, at the laſt Day; the Con- 
ſequence from hence 1s plain and neceſlary, That 
he is the infinite God in our Nature; 


And agreeably, we have theſe Characters of 
his Perſon and Office, given to him in our Con- 
text; ſuch as THE MIGHTY GOD, THE 
EVERLASTING FATHER, THE PRINCE 
OF PEACE; that, as I obſerv'd before, cant be 
aſcribed to any mere Creature, without Blaſphe- 
my and Nonſenſe. And beſides, on the account 
of his univerſal Dominion, the inſpired Apoſtle 
made no Difficulty to call him, God bleſſed for 
ever, in Rom. 9. 5. And, upon further Search, 
we find, that ſeveral of the incommunicable At- 
tributes of the divine Nature, are, in Scripture 
expreſsly alcribed to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Such as proper Eternity, Immenſity, Omnipotence, 
Omni ſcience, and the like; as I could eaſily ſhow, 
were this a fit Seaſon to enlarge upon the Sub- 
ject. 


And therefore, by theWay, we may with Pro- 
priety enough take Notice of the groſs Contra- 
diction and Idolatry, which thoſe Men, in the 
way of their Reaſoning and Practice, run them- 
ſelves into who deny the Divinity of Chriſt in the 
higheſt Senſe of the Word; and yet, at the ſame 
time, own that all divine Perfections belong to 
him, beſides Self-Exiſtence, abſolute Supremacy and 
Independency (which they would have to be the 


only incommunicable Characters of the one ſu- 
pream 
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pream God;) And alſo allow, that divine Ho- W. 
| nours are due to Chriſt, on the account of his ſuc 
| Dignity and Dominion. wh 

1 1 | | 0 
1 For when they deny his Godhead in an abſo- thi 
5 lute Senſe, they, at beſt, make him but a dignified EXC 
"Wt Creature. And this, in the Nature of Thingr, Vc 
118 is to make him but a finite Being; for to ſuppole anc 
1 an infinite Creature, is an infinite Abſurdity. for 
11:38 | Cre 
14 And again, When they confeſs that all divine He: 
4 Perfections beſides thoſe abovementioned, belong Chr 
1 to our Lord JeſusChriſt ; and conſequently, that ſhip 
wit” Eternity, Omnipotence, Omnipreſence, Omniſcience, 
52100 and the like, are truly aſcribed to him; this is, I 
A in effect to make him the moſt High God. For the 
418 this God frequently challenges thele Perfections of 1 
WW as belonging to himſelf alone: and beſides, theſe For 
2h Perfections do allo, in the Nature of Things, in 
necellarily ſuppoſe the Subject of them to be ver 
ſtrictly and properly infinite; unleſs we ſuppoſe, don 

(than which, I think, nothing can be more ab- his 

jurd) That there is greater and leſs, in proper to e 

Eternity, Immenſity, Omnipotence, and the like. Tir 

And therefore when we conſider, on the one reli 

Hand, what they ſay to derogate from the true tha 

and proper Godhead of Chriſt; and, on the o- and 

ther Hand, what they are forced, fromScripture- Pec 


light, to aſcribe to him, they make Chriſt, in 
one and the ſame Senſe, to be both finite and in- 
finite; which is a flat Conttadiction. 


And befides, if Chriſt is not the ſupream God, 
he cannot be the proper Obje& of divine Wor- 
{nip : for God him{elf challenges ſuch Worſhip, 
as his Property alone, Matth. 4. 10. And there- 
tore, when they are oblig d to acknowledge ſuch - 

* | Worſhip 
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Ho- Worſhip is due to Chriſt, and pretend to pay 
f his ſuch Homage to him; they give the Glory 
which is due to God alone, to anotber, contrary 
to his expreſs Will in the Caſe, Iſa. 42.8. And 


abſo- this is downright Idalatry. Nor does it at all 
nfhed excuſe or leſlen the Crime, to diſtinguiſh divine 
inge, Worſhip, as they frequently do, into Supream 
»pole and Subordinate ; ſince there is no Foundation 
. for ſuch a Diſtinction to be met with in the ſas; 
| cred Scriptures. And therefore to conclude this 
vine: Head, Let us deyoutly acknowledge the Lord Feſus 
long Chriſt,to be the only true God, and our God, and ſo mor- 
, that ſhip and glorify bim accordingly. = 
ence, | d 
is is, II. We ſhould hence learn to eye and adore 
For theSovereignty of Chriſt, in all the Diſpenſations 
tions of Providence and Grace that we meet with. 
theſe For as he has the Superintendency of all Things 
lings, in Heaven and Earth; and does particularly o- 
to be ver- rule and direct the grand Aﬀairs of King» 
poſe, doms and Provinces here below, according to 
e ab- his Will and Pleaſure; we are certainly bound 
oper to eye the Hand of his Providence in all the 
like. Times and Seaſons that paſs over us. And if we 
one religiouſly attend this Duty, we ſhall ſoon find, 
true that we owe as much to the ſpecial Providence 
ne o- and Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as any one 
_ People under Heaven 
t, in | 
d in- For when we confider the many and great 


Things he has done for «s ; ſome of which we 
have ſecn with our Eyes, and many more which 


God, aur Fathers have told us of; and, particularly, 
Wor- how he at firſt brot our Predeceſlors into this 
(hip, Wilderneſs, and bear them hither as upon*Eagles 
1erC- Wings; how he ſupported them under the many 


ſuch - Dangers and Hardſhips of a Wilderneſs State; 
? D 2 how 
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how he drove out the Heathen before them, and 
gave them a ſure Footing in the Land; and at 
length turn d an howlingWilderneſs into a fruit- 
ful Field, as we ſee at this Day. And when we 
further conſider the many invaluable Privileges, 
both civil and religious, wherewith we have all 
along been favoured and diſtinguiſhed among the 
Britiſh Colonies :' precious Privileges, ſecured to 
us under the Sanction of 2a Royal Charter, and 


eaccably enjoy'd under the Protection of our 


awful and rightful King GEORGE II. who, a- 
mong innumerable Inſtances of his paternalCare 
for the Welfare of his Subjects in general, has, by 
a diſtinguiſhing Act of Grace, fill d up the ſeveral 
Poſts of Honour and Government, reſerved to 
himſelf by the Royal Charter, from among the 
Sons of our People; who are therefore, under 
the ſtrongeſt Ties in Nature, of Intereſt and Af- 
fection, to ſeek our Peace and Proſperity : I ſay, 
when we conſider theſe things in general, we 
ſhall ſcarce find any People in the World, that 
owe more than we do, to the governing Provi- 
dence and Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


But, upon this Occaſion, I can't forbear to be 
more particular in one Article, wherein the Ho- 
nour of our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1s moſt nearly 
concerned, and whereby our Obligations to him 
are heightned to that Degree, that, I verily be- 
lieve, no one People in the World were ever 
under greater, to make the beſt Returns of Praiſe 
and Obedience to him. . And this 1s with reſpe& 
- our religious Privileges, which I hinted at be- 
ore, > | | | | | 


For, asChriſt, in taking the Government of the 
World upon him, had a peculiar Eye to —_— 
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dom of Grace which he was to ſet up in it; ſo 
his grand Deſign in forming and eſtabliſhing this 
People at firſt, appears evidently to have been, 
That he might ſet up his Goſpel Kingdom in 
theſe Parts of the World, in thePurity and Power 
of it; and therein receive the moſt explicit and 
practical Acknowledgments of Himſelf in his 
kingly Rule and Government. 


And accordingly he firſt inſpired our Fore-Fa- 
thers with the pureſt Sentiments, concerning the 
Nature of the Goſpel Kingdom, and of HisSove- 
reignty alone in it; and enabled them to bear a 
faithful Teſtimony to this glorious Truth in 
their native Land. 


And when, in the Courſe of his Providence, 
he ordered the Matter ſo as to tranſplant and e- 
ſtabliſh them here; he immediately rook Poſſeſſion 
of theſe Ends of the Earth for bimſelf. He ſet up 
Goſpel Churches in the Land : Churches pure 
in their Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline ; and 
in the Conſtitution of them, the freeff 1 am per- 
ſwaded, of any in the World, from thoſe Mix- 
tures of human Invention, which have been ſo 
great a Stain upon moſt of the Churches of the 
Reformation. | 


And as he thus planted, ſo he illuminated 
theſe Churches at firſt, wich Paſtors after his own 
Heart. And having early put it into the Hearts 
of our Fathers, to ere a School for the Prophets ; 
he has from thence granted a rich Supply ot ſuch 
Paſtors from Time to Time, beſides a conſidera- 
ble Number that have been our chief Glory and 
Defence in the civil Adminiſtration. 
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And agreeably we have all along had many ſig- 
nal Tokens of Chriſt's promiſed Preſence with 
us. He has accompanied the Means of Grace 
we enjoy, with the converting and ſanctify ing 
Influences of his Holy Spirit: and many have been 
the. Sos and Daughters born to God, in moſt of the 
Aflemblies of our Zion. And tho there has been 
a viſible, and growing Declenſion in theſe Chur- 
ches, which has oft-rimes been obſerv'd and be- 
wail'd; yet our compaſſionate Redeemer has at 
Times remarkably revived bis own Work, here and 
there, among us. And not long fince, he made 
a moſt furprizing Diſplay of his free and ſove- 
feign Grace in ſome Parts of the Land, in con- 
verting, or reforming, whole Congregations and 
Towns almoſt, in a few Months ſpace, by the im- 
mediate Influences of his Spirit, ſucceeding the 
Means of Grace, without any awakening Provi- 
dence to excite thereunto f. And as we till 
hope and pray, that "this may be only the firſt 
Fruits of a larger Harveſt to come; ſo allOrders 
and Degrees among, us, are upon this, and all the 
Accounts abovementioned, under infinite Obli- 
zations to pay all poſſible Honours to our great 
Redeemer, as the King, which the Father bas ſet up- 
on his holy Hill of Zion. And agreeably, I come 
now, in the following Uſes, to apply the Subject 
to the ſeveral Orders among us, 


And therefore, 

III. Is the Government of the World commit- 
ted into the Hands of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
then all the Rulers of the Earth, are to be con- 


— — 
— „ 
— 


— 


 ®5 4 44 OV ww wv wv * — 9 


+ See the Rey. Mr. Edwerd's faithful Narrative, &c. lately 
+ Publiſhed in Lenden, by Dr, Watts and Dr, Gyſe. 
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fidered as the Subjects of Chriſt ; and, as far as 
he has made himſelf known to them, they are 
expreſsly bound to honour him in all their Ad- 
miniſtrations. 


For, as Chriſt is Lord of all, he keeps the Reins 
of Government in his own Hands; and diſpoſeth 
of States and Rulers according to his own ſove- 
reign Will and Pleaſure. And therefore he has 
given to none of the Princes of the Earth ; no, 


not to the greateſt of them, a Power to act their 


own Will, in an arbitrary and deſpotic Manner; 
or to make their own Will their only Rule, in the 
Exerciſe of that Power committed to them: But, 
in all their Adminiſtrations, he requites they 
ſhould have a ſtrict Regard to ſuch Laws, as he 
has made known to them, either by Providence 
or Grace. | 


And if ſuch as we uſually call ſovereign Prin- 
ces on Earth, owe this Subjection to Chriſt, as 
abſolute Lord of Heaven and Earth ; all ſubor- 
dinate Rulers and Judges in a State, are, doubt. 
leſs, under as great Obligations to yield an en- 


tire Subjection to the Laws of Chriſt, in their 


Adminiſtrations of Juſtice and Judgment among 


the People: Nor will the Pretence of Obedience 


to the Laws or Inſtructions of the higher Powers 
excuſe them, or any elſe, in breaking in upon the 
known Rights of Mankind, or tranſgrefling any 
of the Laws of Nature or Revelation, when there 
happens to be an Inconſiſtency between them, as 


ſometimes there has been, thro' the Weakneſs or 


Wickedneſs of Men in Power : But, in this Caſe, 
the known Rule, by which the Apoſtles of our 
Lord govern'd and juſtified themſelves, is to take 
Place, Acts 5. 29. We ought to obey God rather than 
Aen. It 
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It is therefore the Duty and Intereſt of all in 


; 0 Authority among Men, whether ſupream or ſub- 

| ordinate, to eye the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as ſove- | 
Wn: reign Lord of all; to ſet his Laws before them, / 
| as the generalRule of their Adminiſtrations ; and, ſup 
2 as near as they can, to imitate him in all thoſe civ. 
Int moral Perfections, which ſhine fo gloriouſly in ner. 
i} the Adminiſtrations of his Government. Kin 


And now, may it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY, 
with the honourable Board of Counſellors, the ho- 
nourable Houſe of Repreſentatives, and all that 
„ ſuſtain any Poſts of Honour and Service in the 
1 Government: You ſee, my honoured Fathers, 
2 you are, and whom you ought principally to 

erve. | 


198 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as Sovereign of the 
11988 World, has placed you, under our gracious King 
1 GEORGE on the Throne of Great Britain, at the 
Head of Affairs in this Province: you therefore 
owe the higheſt Honour and Allegiance to Him. 
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And to expreſs this Loyalty to the King of Kings, 
you muſt not only make that perſonalDedication 
of your ſelves toHim & hisService,which equally 

i concerns all Mankind; but you muſt, with the 
greateſt Diligence and Fidelity, apply your ſelves 
to the ſpecial Duties of your reſpective Stations, 
in the Service of your King and Country. 


And here, ſince our blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has ſer up his Kingdom of Grace among this Peo- 
pie, as I obſerved before ; and has given you, 
not only the Laws of Nature, but the Light of 
divine Revelation, to guide you in all your Ad- 
miniſtrations; you ought ſurely, as chriſtian 
| Rulers, 
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Rulers, to be chiefly concerned that this Kings 
dom ol Chriſt may flouriſti inthe Land, 


And to this Purpofe, you muſt employ your 
luperiour Power and Talents ſo as to make the 
civil Adminiſtration, in the moſt efte&ual Man- 
ner, to ſubſerye the gteat End of the Redeemer's 


Kingdom. | 


And this may be done; not by making and 
execucing Laws, with a. Deſign to oblige the 
Conſciences of Men in Matters of divine Faith 
and Worſhip ; for this is a Reyalty of Chrift, a 
Flower in his Crown, which he has reſerved on- 
ly to himſelf: But it may be done by employ- 
ing the Sword of Juſtice, for the Reftraint and 
Puniſhment of open Profaneneſs, Immorality, Ir- 
religion, and the like ; by diſtinguiſhing the moſt 
faithful Subjects of Chrilt with the more pecu- 
liar Smiles of Government ; and by ſetting be- 
fore che People a bright Example of every chtiſ- 
tian Grace and Virtue, es: 1 


And here I might with Propriety eno', have 
gone into a particular Conſideration of the State 
of this People; and have ſhown both the reign- 
ing Diſtempers of the Land, and the Methods 
our honourable Rulers, in their ſeveral Stations, 
are to go into, in applying the proper Reme- 
dies for the Cute of them: But! find my ſelf pre- 
vented, by ſeveral late excellent Diſcourſes of 
this Nature, upon this Occaſion 3: and have, in a 


2 Meaſure, prevented my ſelf, in one or two 


iſcourſes publiſhed heretotore, by the Direction 
ef the honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives. 
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I ſhall therefore, in this Place, only eatneſtly 
intreat all that are immediately concerned in the 
Electlons of this Day, That in the Choice of bis 
Majeſty's Council for the Province, which 18 a ſin- 
gular, Priviledge we enjoy, you would have a 
{tri Regard ro the Honour of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and not chule Men to ſerve a particular 
Turn; but Men that are underſtanding in the Times, 
to. know what rag! os ht te do ; and Men en- 
dow'd with divine erh from Cbriſt, the won- 
derful. Counſeller ; Fot theſe are the only Men that 
can act from the pureſt Principles, in the Service 
of. God, their King, and their Country. | 


And when you come to act in General Aﬀem- 
bly, I humbly Requelt, on the behalf of our com- 
mon Lord and Maſter, That you would act from 
the ſame divine Principle. And if thefe are any 
Laws wanting to ſecure the Honobr and Intereſt 


»D woe. dS = & 


of Chriſt's Religion among us, that you would 


And if any thing. farther may be done by our 
honourable Legiſlators, to reſtrain that Flood of 
Faiquity which threatens cur Ruin; this is what 


Our ſupream Lord expects and requires from you. 
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But,upon. the beſt enquiry I have been able to 
make, I find, to your Honour, that we have 3 
moſt excellent Body of Laws, tor the Suppreſſion of 
Vice and Immorality ; and that the great Thing 
wanting on this Head, is the due Execution of the 
wholeſome Laws in being. Not that I ſuppoſe 
this is the only thing wanting to effect a thorow' 
Reformation in theLand ; for there is evidently, 
in this reſpe&, too great a Backwardneſs in all. 
Orders and Degrees among us; and even aman 
thoſe who ate called to miniſter in holy Things, 
and are Watcamen and Reprover; by Office. 


But as my Bu ſineſs here is with the civil Ma- 
giſtrate; may I prevail with the worthy Gentle. 
men in Commiſſion for the Peace, to exert themſelves, 
and be zealous in the Cauſe of Virtue and gqod 
Order; in ſearching out and puniſhing th: 
Workers of Iniquity, as the Laws of the Tag 
and the Oath ot God you are under, oblige you ; 
10 4 you will eminently ſerve Chriſt the 

e | „ 


And ſuffer me with great Humility, on this 
Occaſion, to intreat your Excellency in Conjunc- 
tion with the honourable: Council, folemnly to 
renew your Charge to the Judges and 'other Ma- 
giſtrates, who immediately receive their Cam- 
million from you; in the Words, (or to the like 
Efte&,) that the renowed King TFehoſh»phar did 
on a like Occaſion, as we find, in 2 Chron: 19. 
6, 7. Take heed what ye d: for 3c judge ny for Men, 
but for the Lord, who is with you in the Tudgment. 
Wherefore now, let the Fear of the LORD be upon Jeu, 
take beed and do it: for, there is no Iniquity with the 
LORD our God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of 
Bribes. And when you may find a Neceſſity to 
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enlarge the Number of tho:e in Commiſſion, I 
earneſtly beſeech you, in the Name and Fear of 
God, always to have an Eye to that excellent 
Adyice, which Jethro once gave to Moſes, in 
Exod. 18: 21, 22. Provide out of all the People, able 
Men, ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, ' hating Cove- 
Pac faxes and place ſuch over them. — And let them 
judge the People at all Seaſons. Wy 


And now, to urge the Advice givento our ho- 
nourable Rulers in their ſeveral Degrees, I ſhall 
take Leave juſt to mention ſome few of the many 
Arguments and Moti ves, which, with due Conſi- 
deration, muſt have the greateſt Influence upon 
you. As for Inſtance, | | 


All the Power you are veſted with, you recei- 
ved originally from Chriſt, as he is ſupreamGover- 
nour among the Nations. And therefore God him- 
ſelf, ſpeaking of civil Rulers, ſays, in Plal. 82. 6. 
T have ſaid, Ye are Gods, i. e. I have appointed and 
conſtituted you Rulers. over the People, And 
agreeably the Apoſtle tells us, in Rom. 1 3. x. The 
Powers that be are ordained of God. And 2 this 
Reaſon, the ciyil Magiſtrate is called, the mini- 
fter of God, in the 4th Verſe. Again, 


In your Advancement in the World, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has imparted of his own Honour un- 
to you. And therefore ye are called Gods, by 
His ſpecial Appointment, in the forecited Pal. 
82. 6. ' And agreeably he demands from his Peo- 
pie a proportionable Degree of Reverence and 
Obedience unto you. For that is his ſovereign 
Will in this Caſe, Rom. 13. 2. 'Let every Soul be 
ſubjctt unto the higber Powers. And again, in Verſe 
7, Renger therefore to all their Dues ; Tribute * 
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Tribite is due; Cuſtom to whomCuſtom, Fear to whom 


Fear, Honour to %] Honour, Furthermore, 

As Chriſt is Lord of all, he keeps the ſame 
ſtrict Eye upon you, that he does upon the reſt 
of Mankind, and critically obſeryes and records 
all your Tempers, Deſigns and Managements in 
your Adminiſtrations among the People. And 
to this Purpoſe we read, in Pſal. 82. 2. God fan- 
deth in the Congregation of the Mighty ; he-judgeth 
among the Gods. And beſides, f 


Tho), for the preſent, you are raiſed in Ho- 
nour and Power above your Brethren, yet, your 
Breath is in your Noſtrils ; and you muſt, in a lit- 
tle Time, be levelled with the meaneſt of the 
People, in the Duſt of Death. For ſo ſays the 
Lord himſelf, the Author of your Adyancement, 
in Pſal. 82: 6, 7. I have ſaid, Ye are Gods: and all 
of you Children 7 the moſt High. But ye ſhall die like 
Men, and fall like one of the Princes. And here I 
can't but take Notice, with Grief and Sorrow, of 
the late convincing Proof of this, in the Death 
of that honourable Perſon t, who, for many 
Years paſt, and in divers Stations, has been a 
great Honour and Bleſſing to his Country, inthe 
Wiſdom, Prudence, Piety and Steadineſs, that 
ever appeared in the Share he once had in the 
publick Adminiſtrations ; and whom God has 
taken from us in the Height of his Service foc 
the Country. This ſad Inſtance, I doubt not, 
my honoured Fathers, has given you a lively 


| t The Hon. Edmund Qzincy, Eſq; who died of the Small - 
Pox in London, in an Agency for the Province, to the 
Court of Great Britain, on a very important _—_— 
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View of your own Mortality. And as you muſt 
thus die like other Men, your. Glory will not deſcend 
into the Duſt after you. Ner/ will there any fur- 
ther Notice be taken of ygu on Earth, than on- 
ly, either to grace your Memory with Praiſe, in 
caſe you now approve; your ſelyes Fathers and 
Benefactors to your Country; or, to load your 
Names with Infamy, if you ſnhould prove (which 
God forbid). to be the Oppreſſors of the People. 
But this Conſideration, tho' great in it ſelf, is 
but of little Weight cope with the follow- 


amy £A = - 


their Talents and Betruſtments here are greater 
than others; ſo (no doubt) will be the Terror or 
Comfort of cheir future great Account. And a- 

teeably, we read concerning ſuch Kings and 


ulers, abo ſet themſelues againſt the Lord, and a- 


gainſt bis anointed; and ptoye themſelves; the 
Plagues of Mankind, while they have any Power 
in their Hands; That Chriſt will at laſt break 
them with 4 Rod of Iron, and daſh them in Pieces like 
a Potters Pe, ſee Plal: 2. 2, 9. And therefore, 
not only the mean Men, but even the Mighty, 
who bid Defiance to Heaven, when they ſhall 
ſee'Chrift appear ſrom Heaven, in flaming Fire, to 
take Vengeance on bis Adverſavies ;' will hide tbom- 
ſelves in the Dent, and in the Rocks of the Mountains. 
And ſay to the Mountains and, Hills, Fall on us, 
and bide us from the Face of lim that ſitteth on 
the, Throne, and from the Wrath of "the Lamb: For 
the great Day of. bis. Wrath. 15 came * and who ſhall be 
able to ftand? as in Rev, 6. 15, 16, 17. While, 
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on the other Hand, thoſe Princes and Rulers a- 
mong Men, who, like David, ſerve, God and their 
Generation, | atcording to the Will of God, ſhall have 
diſt inguiſhingCrowus of Glory ſet on their Heads 
at the laſt Day, and be peculiar Favourites around 
the Throne of Chriſt for ever and ever. And 
from this Conſideration of the final Judgment, 
we have that Exhortation to the Rulers of the 


Earth, with which I conclude. this Head, Pſal. 


2. 10, 11, 12. He wiſe now therefore, O ye Kings : be 

inftretted, e Fudges of the Earth: Serve the Lord 

with Fear, and rejoyce with Trembling. Kiſs the Sen 

leſt be be angty, and ge periſh from the Way, when bis 

Mrath ir kindled put a little: bleſſed are all they that 

ut their Truſt, in him. And this leads me to the 
ſt Head ot Improvement; which is this, 


IV. Let us all now ſubmit to the Sceptre of 
Chriſt's Government, and be chiefly concerned 
for the Advancement of his Kingdom and Inte- 
reſt in the World. By the Kingdom of Chriſt 
here. I intend his ſpiritual Kingdom, which is the 
great End of his providential Kingdom. And 
this is what we are under infinite Obligations to 
ſeek the Advancement of; both on the Account 
of Chriſt's ſettingup this Kingdom among us; 
and confidering} allo, that the grand Deſign of 
our Fore- Fathers in coming, hather, was to aflert 
and maintain His Supremacy alone in this King- 
dom. And now that we may, in the moſt effec- 


tual Manner, anſwer the juſt Expectations of our 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour concerning us; I ſhall 

juſt Hint at a few Things, and conclude the Dil- 

dolle on e ove; 

1. Let it be chefirſt and great Concern of e- 

Yery one, that this Kingdom of Chriſt may bes 
* et 
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ſet up and flouriſh in his ownHeart. ' And there- 
fore, where the Foundations of this Kingdom 
have not been laid already in any Heart; let the 
miſerable Sinner, with a diligent Uſe of all the 
other Means of Converſion, be earneſt in his 
Stpplications, that the almighty Spirit of ourRe- 
deemer, wou'd, in the Way of free and ſovereign 
Grace, conquer the reigning Enmity within, and 
give bim anew Heart, and a newSpirit., And where 
Chriſt has done this already ; let the happy Soul 
rejoyce in God his Saviour, and, in the Exerciſe 
of a lively Faith, pray continually for the quick- 
ning, ſanctifying and comforting Influences of 
the ever bleſled Spirit of Grace; for hereby we 
ſhall all readily bow to the Sceptre of Chriſt, and 
become his willing and obedient ' People, and 
know in happy Experience, what that Kingdom 
of God means, which conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Veace 
and Foy inthe Holy Ghoſt. Upon this, 


2. Let us'confeſs and bewail the great Oppo- 
ſition which the Kingdom of Chriſt meets with 
in the World, and more eſpecially among our 
ſelves. - For-after all the ſpiritual Light and Pri- 
vileges, wherewith Chriſt has diſtinguiſhed this 
Land and People, he has a multitude of open 
and ſecret Enemies among us. There are a great 
many here and there, who lead ſuch looſe and 
debauch'd, ſueh profane and irreligious Lives, 
that they proclaim to all the World, that they 
will not that Chriſt ſhould reign over them. 
Again, Among thoſe who profeſs a Subjection 
to Chriſt, and have taken to themſelves a Form 


of Religion, have we not reaſon to fear, from 


the prevailing Deadneſs and Coldneſs of Profeſ- 
ſors, and their Backwardneſs to — 5 good 
Work : and from their Readineſs to dri —.— 
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Poiſon of Error, and upon any light Temptation 
to forſake the pure ſcriptural Worm of theſe 
Churches; which,no doubt, is obſerved & reſen - 
ted by out Saviour as a very great Apoſtacy from 
him; and more eſpecially in any of theChildten of 
NewEngland;l ſay when we conſider theſe Things, 

have we not rea{on to fear that a very great Pro- 
portion of viſible Profeſſors, are utter Strangers 

do all vital Religion; and ſo, whatever their 
outward Profeſſion may be, they are Enemies in 
Heart to Chriſt and his Religion? And beſides, 
when the very beſt of Men look into their own 
Hearts, they hon find a great deal of Oppoſition 
to the/ Work of Grace there, from the \ 70 
of that inbred Enmity againſt God, and his holy 
Laws, which all Mankind bring into the World 
with them. And therefore in our concern for 
the Advancement of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, 
theſe, and the like Things, are greatly to be la- 
mented by the People of God. Again, 


Let us earneſtly pray for the Enlatgement 
and Proſperity. of Chriſt'sKingdom in the Power 
and Glory of it: That his. Kingdom may come, and 
bisWill be done inEarth, as it is in Heaven. And to 
this end, That the Lord would make bear his 
holy Arm in the Eyes of all the Nations, that 
all the Ends of the Earth may ſee the Salvation 
of our God: That where the Name of Chriſt is 
known, bis Sceptre may, he univerſally bowed 
down unto: and eſpecially,our own Nation and 

And ſince God has given us a Proteſtant King 
on the Britiſh' Throne, wich the hopeful Proſpect 
of a long Succeſſion of ſuch Princes in the illu- 
ſtrious Houſe of Hanoves ; for which we owe the 
moſt grateful Acknowledgements to T9999 ; 
b UPI SY Fil 
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Let us pray, That the Days of our King may be 
many, and his Reign proſperous ; Thar the Honour 
Chriſt, by whom Kings Reign, and Princes decree 
7010 may be ever near his Heart. And eſpe- 
cially ler us go on to pray, that the moſt afflictive 
Diſpenſation of Providence, in the Death of our 
late incomparable and gracious Queen Caro- 
LINE, (whole Death has been as heartily and u- 
niverſally lamented in this Province, as in any 
Part of his Majeſty's Domifiions) may be ſancti- 
fied to his Royal Perſon and Houſe, and to the 
whole Nation: That his Majeſty may be graci- 
ouſly ſupported under the irreparable Loſs; and 
from this moſt affect ing Inſtance of the Vanity 
of earthly Glory, in the Height of it, may be a- 
bundantly quickned and enlarged to a faithful 
Diſcharge of that Duty, which the ſovereign 
Lord. of all expects from one in his exalted Sta- 
tion : That when he comes to lay down his 
earthly Crown in the Duſt, he may receive a moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Crown of never-fading Glory in 
the World to come. | 
Again, Let us pray, that our more immediate 
Rulers may have abundant Meaſures of the Spi- 
rit granted to them from on high, to fit them, in 
their ſeveral Stations, eminently to ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt, in being 4 Praiſe ro ſuch as do well, and a 
Terror to evil doers, © | 112 1 
That our Miniſters, in the Courſe of their 
Miniſtry, may deſire to know nothing, ſave Feſus 
Chriſt, and him ciucified, and be enabled. to diiplay 
the lovely Glories of our Redeemer, in their 
Lect ine and Converſation. | - + ? 
Inat our Churches may hold faſt the Things 
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That the Means of Grace which we enjoy, 
may have thoſe divine Influences attending them, 
whereby ſaving Converſions may be multiplied 
—_ us, and Converts fill'd with Righteoul- 
neſs. 


In a Word, Let us pray for the plentiful Effu- 
ſions of the ever-bleſſed Spirit of Grace, that the 


Mork of God may appear unto his Servants, and bis 


Glery unto their Children; and that the Beauty of the 
Lord our God may be upon us. And now, 


4. Finally, Let us all, in our feveralPlaces and 
Relations, ſtudy and endeavour, by divine Afliſt- 
ance, faithfully to diſcharge the Duties required 
of us in the Goſpel of God our Saviour. And 
then may we hope to have the Smiles of his Pro- 
vidence upon us in all our Affairs, both publick 
and private; and in a little Time to ſee the Ful- 
fillment of that gracious Promiſe, which (I doubt 
not) has a Reference to theſe Goſpel Days, in 
Iſa. 44. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Thus ſaith the Lord that made 
thee, and formed thee from the Womb, which will help 
thee, Fear not, OJacob my Servant, and thou Jeſurun, 
whom I have choſen. Tor I will pourWater upon him 
that is thirſty, and Floods upon the dryGround : 1 will 
pour my Spirit upon thySeed, and my Bleſſing upon thine 
Off-ſpring : And they ſhall ſpring up as among theGraſs, 
as Willows by the Water-Courſes. One ſhall ſay, I am 
the LORD' : and anither ſhall call himſelf by the 
Name of Jacob: and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 
Hand unto the LORD, and Surname himſelf by the 
Name of Iſrael. Thus ſaith the LORD the King of 
Ilrael, and his Redeemer the LORD of Hoſts, I am the 


firſt, and I am the laſt, and beſi.les me there is no God. 
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